
 

Jesus Is Calling you to Serve   Read   I Timothy  4:6-16  
 
 Where should I serve?  Serve wherever God has placed you. Look around, there are many opportunities to serve Jesus 

right where you are. During this special time of being thankful remember what God has called you to do. A big part of being 

thankful is service. 

 Remember you have the Holy Spirit as you guide.  It takes the whole person to fulfill God’s plan for your life. Use your 

mind, your hearts, and then you will be able to put your hands and feet to work for Jesus. 

 When we hear the call of Jesus to our hearts, it is a call to service. We all can achieve greatness by following Jesus’ 

example of serving others. He touched so many while He was here on earth.  His loving touch healed many who had hurting 

bodies, minds, and spirits. You too can help others by serving Christ. 

 Those around you are looking at you for help. People are listening to what you say. People are looking to see how you 

react to certain situations. They see your ability love others and how your Christian faith is important in your life. Do what is 

right in the eyes of God. 

 God can use even you to accomplish His will.  As we approach this special time we call Advent put your faith in action. 

Be that servant Jesus has called you to be this Advent Season. You have the greatest power in the universe within you. 

 

Be available: God can use your gifts and graces in places you would never imagine. 

Be alert: have your eyes and ears open watching and listening for opportunities to serve. 

Be obedient: do what God has called you to do!  Stand with your head up knowing that 

God has placed you in certain situations, giving you a special moment in time do His will. 

Be thankful: in all things, give God Praise! 

 

A personal relationship with Jesus enables you to serve without fear.  Claim the power!  Serve On, Gordon’s Chapel!  Know 

that God is in charge.  Commit yourself to serving Christ on your yearly journey to Bethlehem.   

Check the church calendar: See you in Church soon. 

 

Yours in Christ,      Your Pastor,             Rev. Joel Wesley Embry   
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November 5 - Fall Festival 8am  - 2 pm  Community Center 
November 6 - All Saints Sunday - 10 am Church Sanctuary 
November 6 - Charge Conference - 2 pm Church Sanctuary 
November 8 - Bible Study - 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall 
November 12 - Toy Giveaway Registration - 8am - 10am  Community Center 
November 13 - Vets Remembered - 10 am Church Sanctuary 
November 16 - Wednesday Night Supper - 6 pm Community Center 
November 18 - Food Pantry Open - 9 - 10 am Community Center 
November 20 - Thank You God Sunday - 10 am Church Sanctuary 
November 20 - Decorate Church for Hanging of the Greens - Church Sanctuary 
November 21 - UMW - 7 pm Fellowship Hall 
November 27 - Hanging of the Greens  - 6 pm Church Sanctuary 
December 3 - Annual Toy and Food Giveaway - 8am -  Community Center 
December 11 - Cantata - 10 am Church Sanctuary 
December 16 - Food Pantry Open - 9 - 10 am Community Center 
December 18 - Children's Christmas Skit - 10 am Church Sanctuary 
December 18 - Church Family Christmas Dinner and Tree - 5 pm Community Cen-
ter 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service - 6 pm Church 
Sanctuary 
December 25 - Christmas Service - 10 am Church Sanctuary 

COMMUNICATION: Please remember to submit to Linda Black (lsblack@bellsouth.net) any event, meet-

ing, etc. that should be added to the calendar and/or to be announced in church. It is very important to al-

ways keep her informed if we want our church communications to be successful. Thank you. 

After much discussion it was decided to wait until after the first of the year to resume the Tuesday after-

noon Bible Study at Ann Seagraves' house. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER is at 6pm the third Wednesday of the month at the Sanford Community 

Center. Meat is provided however everyone needs to bring sides. Come and join in the fellowship! 

Parents and teachers and all who are willing to help:  We will practice each Sunday afternoon beginning 

Nov 6th through Dec 11th at 5 pm in the church sanctuary. The Children's Christmas Skit is set for Dec 

18th during our 10am morning worship service. All children are welcome!  

HELP NEEDED: Would anyone be able to help the choir with sound so I can watch kids? Wednesday 

nights, for cantata practice (usually 7:15 - 8:30 or less.) I can be there to help set up, and mostly it's just 

changing to a track and hitting play. Training provided! 

-Laura DePooter 

mailto:lsblack@bellsouth.net


 

We are so glad to welcome home our friend in Christ, James Goddard from serving months in Afghani-

stan! Thank you James for your faithful service to our country. We love you and your family and are so 

proud of you! May God continue to bless you, and bless your family! 

 
Congratulations to Miss Julia Hix who was crowned MCHS 2016 Homecoming Queen! Her parents are 
Lynn and Tonya Hix. Brothers are Vince and Jonathan Hix. Her uncle and aunt are Bob and Karen Harri-
son! 
 
Congratulations to Jason and Jenny Nesbit on the birth of Andrew Thompson Nesbit born on Sunday, 
10/23 and weighed 9lb and 1oz! Grandparents are Tom and Susan Beck; Aunts are Amy Beck Conner 
and Pam Mattox. 
 
Congratulations to Natalie and Jon  Poole on the birth of their daughter, Emersyn born on 9/26.   She 

weighed  6 pounds 14 ounces and was 21 inches long.  Grandparents are Lamar and Evelyn Wages.  

 

Congratulations to Sara and Tyler and Cora Jane on the birth of "Camden Tyler Pittman". He was born at 

1:40p.m and is 6 lbs. 12 ounces and 19-3/4 inches long. Grandparents are Larry and Patsy Pittman and 

Lane and Norma Fitzpatrick. 

 

Congratulations to Stephen and Hayley Epps Appleby on the birth of their daughter, Shelba Pierce Apple-

by! She weighed 8 lbs. 5 ounces. Grandparents are Gary and Belinda Epps and Butch and Johnette Ap-

pleby.  

 

Congratulations to Sarah and Matt Upton on the birth of their baby boy Jase, who was born on July 1st. 

and weighed 7.14 and 22 inches long. 

 

 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family of Barbara Cain who recently passed away. She was very 

active in our Tuesday afternoon Bible Study at Ann Seagraves house. Please pray for the family. 

 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Butch, Johnette, Kaitlin, Stephen, Hayley & the rest of the Appleby 
family on the death of Butch's mom, Gloria,  who recently passed away. Please keep all the family in your 
thoughts and prayers.  
 
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to Ann Yosten on the recent passing of her father. Please keep Ann, 

her mom and the whole family in your prayers. 

 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Sue Goldsmith whose mother passed away. She so appreciates the 

love and prayers from her church family.  

I am trying to reach out to everyone again for help with children's church. Having a combined service 

means there will be a lot of children at once. I do not want parents to stop coming because their children 

have nowhere to go. We would like to have 2 people sign up together a month at a time. I will have all the 

lessons ready for you for that month upstairs. It will be easy! So let's pull together pick a partner and a 

month, and help all these parents to be able to enjoy an hour of worship without worrying about there chil-

dren distracting them and everyone else:):)  

Thank you very very much!!  

-Amanda Archer 



 

Overcoming the Plague of Spiritual Laziness 

 

Our nation is plagued by workaholics. People put in all kinds of hours at their jobs, and 

then come home with barely enough energy to spend time with our families. And the truth 

is, we’re more often than not as busy as we want to be. We load ourselves down with tasks 

because secretly, many people find their value in the number of things they accomplish. 

This holds true when it comes to jobs. But sadly, too many Christians have completely for-

gotten how to be busy in the work of Jesus Christ. They sit and watch on Sunday, maybe 

giving a little here and there to pay for their seat at the “show.” then go home and get 

ready to start it all again on Monday. 

Yes, when it comes to faith, many of us are watchers rather than witnesses… spectators ra-

ther than soldiers. But the Great Commission isn’t to go and sit in church! It’s to go and 

make disciples. That takes work! 

Every single one of us has a gift to be used for the Kingdom of God. Whether it’s the gift 

of hospitality, leadership, service, teaching, or whatever God has given you, use it. Save 

time and energy for the work of the ministry and build up the body of Christ! 

OVERCOME SPIRITUAL LAZINESS BY DIRECTING TIME AND ENERGY TOWARD USING YOUR GIFTS TO BUILD 

GOD’S KINGDOM.  

 

As each has gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 

strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

1 Peter 4:10-1 

 

Copied 

Jack Graham 

 

 

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! 

If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it. 

If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!  

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every 

Sunday.  

He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of 

me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time, the preachers and priests are wasting 

theirs by giving sermons at all".  

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column. 

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:  

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I 

cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. 

But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given 

me these meals, I would be physically dead today. 

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"  

When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible &; receives the impossible!  

Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!  

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL !  

B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth! 



 

Parking 
 

Friendly Reminder: Parking in front of the church is limited and should be mostly uti-

lized for those who are not able to walk very far. We now have 5 handicap spaces availa-

ble in front of the church. In addition, having to park on the grass could very well 

block the view of someone passing by and cause a bad accident to those entering and exit-

ing the church after services. If someone is staying for both services it would be good 

if we begin now parking in the big parking area on the side of the church. As always, we 

sincerely appreciate your assistance in seeing that everyone has a parking space that 

suits their needs. May God bless. 

 

Clothes Closet Reminder:  
 

Please know that we depend and that we truly appreciate donations made to our church  clothes closet.  
 

I need your help though when reminding people that we have a clothes closet.  
 

The following are donations that we cannot use:  
 

(1) worn / stained/ bleached out clothes (spots), towels, sheets, comforters, pillowcases, etc.  
(2) dirty or discolored garments in any way  
(3) ripped or torn clothing 

(4) clothes with pet hairs and/fur balls 

(5) buttons / zippers that do not work or that are missing 

(6) clothes that smell of smoke 

(7) clothes that have been stored in a damp place 

 

Not having to go through these type donations will save time for those working the clothes closet as well as having 
to make numerous trips to town to the local goodwill.  
 

We try to serve those who come in to our clothes closet with good quality clothes that anyone would be proud of and 
enjoy wearing.  
 

Again, thank you so much for your continued support to our clothes closet. 
 

Thanks, 

Paulette  

 

Gordon’s Chapel Food Pantry 
 

Just wanted everyone to know what we accomplished during the past year. There are 223  
organizations affiliated with the Foodbank of Northeast Georgia. During the past year we distrib-
uted 27,400 lbs. of food and served approximately 664 families. This does not included the food 
from the community garden. We currently rank 85th in total distribution with the Foodbank. With 
your continued donations and time, I believe we can reach more families and help to end hunger 
in our community.  
 
Thanks, 
Bruce 
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Return Service Requested 

 

10. Heather Brown 
11. Alan Simmons 
15. Lilly Goddard 
16. Leslie  Barrineau 
  Elaine Pittman 
18. Lynda Stephenson 
19. Gary Epps 
  Jennifer Embry 
22. Gina Smith 
  Butch Bryant 
24. Glenn Epps 
26. Andy Epps 
27. Brian Archer 
  Brian Perren  
29. Catherine Cooper 
30. Phillip Archer 
31. Dale Popham 
 
January Birthdays 
 
 1. Laura DePooter  
 2. Steve Smith 
  Rachel Cooper 
 4. Branson Smock 
 6. Richard Stanfield 
 7. Greg Jordan 
 9. Wanda Thaxton 
17. Kenneth Graham 
  Clinton Rouse 
18. Kari Jordan Wilcher 
19. Anna Lee Adams 
21. Pam (Beck) Mattox 
  Julie Bradley 
  Joel Embry 
22. Lee Adams 
  Beth Holloman 
  Ruth Passmore 
24. Mark Epps 
25. Mell Smith 
26. Mark Garmon 
27. Matt Upton 
30. Chris Stephens 
 

November Anniversaries 
  
 6. Mr. & Mrs. Toby Brown 
15. Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Deal 
19. Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Stone, Jr. 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
14. Mr. & Mrs. Steve Smith 
16. Mr. & Mrs. Jack Glenn 
18. Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hix 
27.  Mr. & Mrs. Chad Sailors 
 

January Anniversaries 
 
 7: Dr. & Mrs. Michael Cobb 
17. Mr. & Mrs. Jim Jeffer 
21. Mr. & Mrs. Billy Epps 
25. Mr. & Mrs. Gary Epps 
26. Mr. & Mrs. James Goddard 
 
 

November Birthdays 
 
 2.  Bill Jackson 
 2.  Lily Grace Moon 
 3.  Mary Ann Seagraves 
 4. Bet Cobb 
 6. June Bellew   
 7. Evelyn Wages 
  Natalie Wages 
  Sara Pittman 
 9. Sandra Jeffer 
  Jonathan Glenn 
  Jessica Smith 
11. Kenneth Deal 
12. Dennis Burroughs 
  Belinda Epps 
13. Paul Cartwright 
14. Ted Cooper 
19. Ronald Graham 
21. Amy Jordan 
  Codi Parham 
25. Gale Brown 
26. Kristie Sartain 
  Tristin Johnson 
  Ava Smith 
28. Gail Lovelace 
  James Otis Cooper 
 
December Birthdays 
 
  1. Ann Seagraves 
  Marianne Epps 
  Gary Parham 
 3. Roger Gober 
 4. Rick Free 
 5. Todd Seagraves 
 7. Phyllis Carney 


